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GO YE THEREFORE .... 
Jobn 6:32-40 


Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, Moses gave you not the bread 
from heaven; but my Father giveth you the } 
true bread from heaven. 

For the bread of God is he which cometh 
down from heaven, and giveth life unto the 
world. 

Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore 
give us this bread. 

And Jesus said unto them, | am the bread 
of life; he that cometh to me shall never 
hunger; and he that believeth on me shall 
never thirst. 

But I say unto you, That ye also have 
seen me, and believe not. 

All that the Father giveth me shall come 
to me; and him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out. 

For I came down from heaven, not to do 
mine own will, but the will of him that sent 
me. 

And this is the Father’s will which hath 
sent me, that of all which he hath given me 
I shall lose nothing, but should raise it up 
again at the last day. 

And this is the will of him that sent me, 
that every one which seeth the Son, and be- 
lieveth on him, may have everlasting life: 
and | will raise him up at the last day. 


The longer you read the Bible, the more 
you will like it; it will grow sweeter and 
sweeter; and the more you get into the spir- 
it of it, the more you will get into the spir- 
it of Christ. —Romaine. 
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THE UNJUST STEWARD 


WILLIAM R. SIEGART 


OMETIMES we think this parable 
B teaches dishonesty and embezzle- 

ment. (Luke 16:1-13) The apos- 
ite Roman Emperor, Julian, said that 
s he restored pagan worship in Rome. 
0 doubt about it, by our standards this 
ceward was both dishonest and an em- 
ezzler. But Jesus does not commend 
vat. 

In Jesus’ day a steward had practi- 
al rights over his employer’s property. 
‘e could remit, even as a king couldre- 
jit. This steward was not fired for be- 
ig dishonest, but for being inefficient 
he wasted his lord’s goods. 

This is not an allegory, to be inter 
reted point by point, but a parable,- 

story, to illustrate a point. It is as 
old a story as Jesus ever told. It may 
ave been an actual case with which 
1e people were familiar. 

This is the second of three parables 
losely connected. In the 15th and 16th 
napters of Luke we have them; 


The Prodigal Son 
The Unjust Steward 
Dives and Laxarus 


In The Prodigal Son sin is resolved 
1 repentance and God’s love. Dives 
sed his wealth for selfish purposes. 
| large measure these three parables 
eal with the use of wealth- God’s gifts 
) us. 

Now Jesus did not use this man as an 
cample of corruption, but as an example 
' prudence, resourcefulness. One key 
srse is the 8th. The man takes clever 
1d resolute action as he is threatened 
r catastrophe. Jesus’ commendation is 
mited by the prudence of the children 
‘this world in their dealings with one 
other, and does not refer to their re- 
tions to God. 

We go back to the parable of the wid- 

w pleading with the unjust judge. The 
}dge rendered a verdict, not because 
= loved the woman, but because he 
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wanted to get rid of her. 

ere are two main points in this 
parable of The Unjust Steward: |. Dis- 
course on the right use of wealth. 2. 
Summons to resolute action. 

On the right use of wealth we recog- 
nize that all we have is from God. God 
gives freely and lovingly, and wants 
nothing back except that we are stew- 
ards to use God’s gifts aright! The 
world uses heavenly things for earthly 
objectives. We are to reverse this and 
use earthly things for heavenly objec- 
tives. 

We are to be prudent and resourceful. 
Are we? Prudence employs God’s gifts 
for higher and lasting objectives. In 
evaluating our prudence we might ask, 
“Do we go to half the pains to win the 
people, as does the world?’’ 

As here, we can admire a rogue’s 
cleverness without admiring his dis- 
honesty. Our constant question js; 
““Are we clever and prudent in using 
God’s gifts?” 

In the summons to resolute action, we 
see both prudence and faithfulness. 
Again we might ask ourselves, ‘‘In our 
Christian life and work, do we drag our 
feet, hesitate?”’ 

If an unjust and dishonest man of the 
world had sense enough to make use 
of his opportunity to win friends for him- 
self, how much more ought the children 
of the Kingdom use the goods, gifts and 
talents which they posses in such a way 
as to win friends. This is not work 
righteousness; Jesus always added dis- 
ciplined, repentant, sacrificial disciple- | 
ship. 

We may learn from all people who use 
their ingenuity, resourcefulness, and pru- 
dence to obtain an objective, yet not 
imitate them. We are all in sin and lost- 
ness and it is for us to accept the sal- 
vation offered. 

In this world two masters seek us,God 
and mammon! Who will win? It is said 
that over 90% of our church membership 


never won a soul for Christ. Maybe in 
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this parable Jesus is using sarcasm as 
Dr. Albert P. Stauderman suggests, to 
awaken us to a need. 

Never are we to follow the world; in 
closer walk and company with Christ, 
we are to lead the world of men intothe 
Kingdom of God! And in doing that we 
are to be prudent, resourceful, clever, 


and faithful. 


CHRISTMAS 
IN GAOL 


C. IRVING BENSON 
| T IS NOT often that a man can look 


back with pride on his conviction 

and imprisonment but W. T. Stead 
always rejoiced in the Christmas that 
he spent in Holloway gaol. 

Rummaging through a drawer of old 
documents this week I came across an 
autograph letter written by John, later 
Viscount, Morley, to the crusading jour- 


nalist, W.T.Stead, who was then in gaol. 


Stead succeeded Morley as Fditor of 
the Pall Mall Gazette and founded the 
Review of Reviews. He it was who be- 
gan the ‘‘human story’’ in journalism 
and the modern ideas of news presenta- 
tion. 

But to the letter dated Dec. 25, 1885: 
“T cannot exactly wish you a Merry 
Christmas,’’ wrote Morley, ‘‘but I am 
thinking of you with every confidence 
that you are as well content where you 
are as if you were on Wimbledon Com- 
mon. 

“It would have been pleasant to have 
had you out, for your youngster’s sake, 
if not your own. But-you knew in May 
that you were setting out on a danger- 
ous voyage, and counted the cost.’’ 

The story behind that letter is one of 
the greatest sensations in journalism 
and in British social history. Stead was 
ever a fighter for righteousness and a 
champion of forgotten and oppressed 
people. 

A select committee of the House of 
Lords reported that juvenile wrongdoing 


Melbourne Herald 
Melbourne, Australia 
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had increased to a terrible extent. A 
Bill amending the law had twice been 
passed by the House of Lords but had 
been held up in the House of Commons,. 
After strenuous years of agitation, backec 
by all the churches there was no legis- 
lative action to stop this vice. 

Josephine Butler and other social re. 
formers appealed to Stead to awaken 
Britain, not merely to the corruption of 
minors but also to the white slave traf- 
fic--the export of English girls to traf- 
fickers in the vice markets abroad. 

The subject bad been tabooed by the 
press. The very horror of the infamous 
business was the secret of its persist- 
ence. Stead risked everything on what 
seemed a forlorn hope. With the aid of, 
a few friends he went disguised into’ 
the lowest haunts of criminal vice and 
gathered ample proof of the reality and 
extent of the evil. He even “‘bought”’ a 

irl, : 
= Then he published the Report of the 
Secret Commission of Inquiry into the 
Criminal Vice of London in the Pall Mall 
Gazette. The sensation which the six 
articles produced was instantaneous and 
world-wide. They set the land ablaze 
with indignation. | 

The Government capitulated to the | 
storm of righteous wrath. The necessary 
legislation was passed with celerity and. 
dispatch. ]t stands as one of the greatest 
achievements which any journalist has’ 
ever accomplished in the coercion of an 


unwilling Parliament. 
Atterthe law had received Royal as- 


sent it was discovered that in making, 
the experiment to verify at first hand, 
the truth of the statement that British. 
mothers were willing to sell their girls 
for a 5-lb note, he had omitted to take 
necessary precautions. The girl of 13 
had been handed over to Stead without 
her father’s consent and without any 
written evidence about the payment to 
the mother, = 

The opponents of Stead exulted at 
the chance of dealing what they believ- 
ed would be a fatal blow to the man who 
had defeated them. So the Attorney-Gen- 
eral, who had been compelled by his agi- 
tation to carry the Bill through the Com-- 
sy prosecuted him for abducting the 
girl. 

The trial created almost as great a 
sensation as the article. A defence fund 
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‘6000-lbs was raised. In the dock with 
m were Bramwell Booth, then chief of 
aff of the Salvation Army and another 
ember of the Army, Madame Combes. 
[The Archbishop of Canterbury, Car- 
aal Manning, John Morley and Arthur 
alfour were among the witnesses who 
stified to his honorable motives. 
While the jury found him guilty, they 
commended him to mercy and said they 
shed to put on record their high ap- 
seciation of the services he had ren- 
ered by securing the passage of the 
ich-needed law for the protection of 
ung girls. 

[He was sent to gaol for two months 
»vember 10,1885, and every anniver- 
uy of it, he observed as ared-letter 
ty in his life,until he went down with 
e ill-fated Titanic in 1912. 


SERVICE 


We long to cross the ocean 

To serve on foreign shores, 

When all around us here at home 

There are lost ones at our doors. 

We talk about the heathen, 

And foreigners o'er the sea. 

But men are waiting everywhere 

A word from you and me. 

A word that will tell of Jesus 

And His love for fallen men; 

A love that will save to uttermost 

All who will come to Him. 

No, we cannot all serve in China, 

Or other foreign shores. 

But we can tell of Jesus, 

To those about our doors. 
--Exchange 


=——— 


A FATHER'S 
c PRAYER 


AMERICA is not altogether a land 
material production, not altogether 
nation great in history because of its 
untiful, tangible wealth; America is 
land of vibrant, living, God-fearing 
ople whose enthusiasm and spirit, 
iversal recognition and acceptance 
the principles of decency and toler- 
ce are the real reason for its strength, 
d its power. 

No more impressive language could 
uttered from any platform; no more 
iden wisdom could come from the 
ice of the greatest orator--than the 
mble, simple, yet magnificent truth 
pressed in a father’s prayer by Gen- 
i] Douglas MacArthur, for many years 
seneral in the American Army: 


“Build me a son, O Lord, who will be 

trong enough to know when he is weak 

and brave enough to face himself when 
is afraid. One who will be proudand 

bending in honest defeat, but humble 
| gentle in victory. 

‘Build me a son whose wishes will not 

B lace his actions, a son who will know 
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per, ‘I have not lived in vain’. 


Thee, and that to know himself is the 
foundation stone of knowledge. 

““Send him, I pray, not in the path of ease 
and comfort but in the stress and spur of 
difficulties and challenge. Here let him 
learn to stand up in the storm; here let 
him learn compassion for those who fail. 
Build me a son whose heart will be clear, 
whose goal will be high--a son who will 
master himself before he seeks to master 
others. 

“One who will learn to laugh, yet never 
forget how-to weep; one who will reach 
into the future; yet never forget the past. 

“And after all of these things are his 
---enough sense of humor that he may al- 
ways be serious; yet never take himself 
too seriously. 

“‘Give him humility so that he may al- 
ways remember the simplicity of true great- 
ness, the open mind of true wisdom, the 
meekness of true strength. 


‘*Then I, his father, will dare to whis- 
. 99 


---From The York Trade Compositor, 
Vol. 26, No. 1, Sept., 1956, York, Pa. 
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CHURCH AT Wan 


LOUISIANA Leads in Churchgoing Sur- 
vey: OREGON At Bottom 


The National Council of Churches 
said Wednesday a church- attendance 
survey showed Louisiana has the high - 
est proportion of white people going to 
church, and Oregon the lowest, accord- 
ing to an AP report from Washington, 
Sept. 27, 1956. 

The council is reported as saying- 
‘*that in Louisiana 88.8% of the white 
population attends a Protestant, Catho- 
lic or Jewish church. In Oregon it is 
only 32.2%. 

South Carolina, with 82.8%, and the 
District of Columbia, with 80.6%, fol- 
low Louisiana. 

In listing Louisiana at the top, the 
council pointed out that in this state 
60% of the people are Roman Catholics 
and that the Catholic Church counts 
baptized infants on its rolls. For Prot- 
estant Churches, the survey included 
only confirmed members over 14 years 
of age. 

Rhode Island and Mississippi also 
were near the top,with more than 75% at- 
tendance. Others near the bottom were 
Nevada, Washington State, and West Vir- 
ginia, all under 45%. 

The study disclosed that 36 states 
are predominantly Protestant and 12 pre- 
dominantly Catholic. Catholics outnum- 
bered Protestant church members in 
Louisiana, New York, California, Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts, Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut, New 
Jersey, New Mexico and Arizona. 

National membership among mayor 
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school 


faith groups was reported as: 53% Prot- 
estant, 40% Catholic, 6% Jewish. 


SOFT LIVING and its Effect on American 
BOYS and GIRLS 


SOFT LIVING is ruining American - 
boys and girls, to the extent that four 
out of every seven fall short of even a 
minimum standard of muscular strength 
and flexibility. They fail appallingly 
in comparison with their counterparts 
in Europe. 

Public health measures have made 
them in some respects the best chil- 
dren in the world, but when it comes 
to what their parents (and schools) do 
for them, they simply “‘don’t.rate.’” They 
fall short in one of the most vital in- 
gredients of successful living-their 
capacity to handle themselves in phy- 
sical and emotional emergencies. 

These are the conslusions of many 
studies, and set forth persuasively by 
Bonnie Prudden, a specialist in physi- 
cal Fitness, in her book, ‘‘Is your Child 
Really Fit?’’ (Harper, $2.95) 

What is the trouble? ‘‘The answer, 
in a word, is lack of sufficient exercise- 
from crib to playpen, from playpen to 
stroller, to car seat, to TV chair, from 
school bus to seat in a movie --that’s: 
how it happened.”’ — 

Dr. Paul Popenoe, counselor and col- 
umnist on modern marriage and famil 
life says, ‘‘Miss Prudden thinks the 
constantly increased demand for mor 
busses, the immense amou 
spent to hall children is not merely 
waste of money in many cases,but de 
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itely damaging. If it’s not more than 

mile or two, make them walk, she 

smands. Spend the bus money for safe- 
’ precautions, to protect them from traf- 
ce accidents. But keep them moving on 
eir feet--they’ll live longer, have bet- 
r health, be happier. Abundant evi- 
ence shows that ‘the physically unfit 
erson is with startling frequency an 
motionally disturbed person’--and more 
1an half our children are physically-- 
nfit.’” 

Miss Prudden provides self-rating 

-sts for the whole family and suggests 
amily exercises that could change the 
hole picture in six months. Parents 
‘ould do well to ask the public lib- 
ary to stock a number of copies of this 
»0k. Use it tomake a community sur- 
sy as she suggests. But above all, 
‘op coddling your own youngsters. Make 
1em begin tolive, fully, TODAY! 


Y BIBLE STORY BOOK 


Here is a colorful,8’2 X 10%’, 95-page 
ible story book for young children and 
.e cost is $1.00. Each of the 49-chapter 
essons concerning the Life of Jesus 
; beautifully illustrated in color, and 
.e story-text printed in large type to 
vite reading by the very young. The 
lorful book would make an excellent 
1ristmas Gift, and may be secured at 
yur local book store, or gift shop, or 
ym Concordia Pub. House, 3558 So. 
fferson Ave., Louis 18, Mo. 


FINDING GOD’ Series 


he Upper Room,Nashville, Tennessee. 


INDING GOD-- 
Through Saint Paul, W. Russell Bowie 


With The Saints, Thomas S. Kepler 
Through The Family,W. Clark Ellzey 
Through Service, John W. Branscomb 


Through Prayer, C. Irving Benson 
Through The Bible, Nels F.S. Ferre 
Through Bible Poets, Andrew W.Blackwood 


Through Suffering, Maldwyn Edwards 
Single copies 15¢, 8 for $1.00 


a 


Some people who wouldn’t waste a dime 
vill throw away a lifetime by doing nothing 
vith it. 
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TRACTS 
Tracts for use of every member, and to 


share with those not actively associated 
with the Church--- 


Whom Can I Bring? 48¢ a dozen 
How to Talk About God. 55¢ a dozen 
What Do You Mean-Priests? 55¢.a dozen 
Youth Today-Parents Tomorrow. 55¢ a doz. 
Does Your Family Give Adequate Atten- 
tion to Bible Study? 55¢ a dozen 
What Our Sunday School Can Do for 
Your Child. 75¢ a dozen 
What About The Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
$1.00 a dozen 
Order from Concordia Pub. House, 3558 So. Jef- 
ferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Missouri. 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 
To Return to Religious Theme 


Americans this year will be exhang- 
ing two billion greeting cards, accord - 
ing to the greeting card manufacturers, 
and among the significant changes, you 
will observe when making your own selec- 
tions is the return of the religious theme, 
to the Yule Greeting! 

What has brought about the dramatic 
change, is explained by Milton K. Har- 
rington, Pres. of the Chapel Art Studios, 
St. Louis, as being due to the general 
rise in religious thought and church mem- 
bership, and the determinations to ‘‘put 
Christ back into Christmas,” expressed 
from many pulpits in recent years. 


American Tract Society Makes 87th 
Annual Presentation of Bibles at 
West Point, on Sept. 16,1956 


As the fourth-class Cadets marched 
into the Chapel at the U.S.Military Acad- 
emy, West Point, N. Y., prayers of those 
representing the American Tract Society 
at the 87th Annual presentation of Bibles 
was that these young men, preparing for 
a lifetime of military service to their 
country, would not merely use the speci- 
ally-bound copies of the Bible as orna- 
ments for their desks, but would read 
them, thus finding salvation in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, guidance for their days of 
preparation ahead, and joy in the Lord 
through a new relationship with Him. 

Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein, President of 
the Society,and Headmaster of the Stony 
Brook School, preached on the Bible. 
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the Book of Power; power found in the 
Bible is different not only in degree, but 
in kind from that found in all other books 
referred to Lord Acton’s famous- 
that all 


power 


and 


statement power corrupts and 


absolute corrupts absolutely,- 
to this principle he said, ‘“There is one 
exception; there is such a thing as an 
absolutely There 
is the incorruptible power that the Bi- 


ble alone passes on to as many as will 


incorruptible power. 


receive it!°* 

‘‘The Bible,’’ he continued, ‘fis a deep 
book. Yet, its central truths, though 
there are depths in them beyond our wm- 
derstanding, can be received by any man. 
For it is a fact that, when the truth of 
God is believed, faith becomes the chan- 
nel for the knowledge that is power! The 
power of the Bible comes, according to 
its own testimony, from God, and stands 
in closest relationship to the Gospel.”’ 

*“‘The Gospel centers in Christ. It is 
nothing else than Him crucified, the 
Saviour who shed His blood forour sins, 
and the risen and powerful Lord. The 
words of the Bible are powerful words 
of authority. When a man believes what 
the Bible says about God, our human 
need, and the meeting of that need in 
the Gospel, he becomes by right a son 
of God. Behind the pages of Scripture 
there is the loving Lord who said to 
His followers something that no other 
man has dared to say,’All power is give 
en unto me in heaven and in earth! 

‘“‘Always for every man the posses- 
sion of the power offered in the Bible is 
a matter of personal decision. The great 
Spiritual equation of Scripture just-- 
this: Receiving equals believing! To 
receive God’s gift in Jesus Christ is 
to believe in Him. To receive a Bible 
is much more than to hold it in your hand, 
and keep it in your room! It is to read 
it and to believe in the Person it ree 
veals. The Bible is an either/or Book, 
and it sets before you a choice. We do 
not really know the Bible unless we 
know the Lord of the Bible!”’ 


One smile can glorify the day 

One word new bope impart; 

The least dixelbte need not say 
“There are no alms to give away”” 
If love be in his heart. 
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CHURCHES PLAN to look 
again at CO-OPS next summer 

Protestant churches will re-study co-ops, 
and their contribution to U. S. society, nex! 
June, probably at Haverford College, Penna 

National Council of Churches’ economi 
life department approved the conference, Oc 
5; members agreed to invite religious lead 
ers, co-op officials, economists, govern 
ment officials, and spokesmen for othe 
groups ‘‘to study and re-examine Protestant 
thinking on the churches’ position and re 
sponsibility toward co-ops and mutual busi 
nesses.’’ The conference will consider-- 

Co-ops’ economic, social, and ethica 
aims; results of co-op and mutual business: 
co-ops’ advantages and limitations. 


STAR-OF-BETHLEHEM 


A 35-mm slide of a star, developed 
by Harry B. Rose, to meet the need of a 
Star-of-Bethlehem, more impressive than 
the usual little tree-top decoration, so 
often used over the manger in Christmas 
ee met with the approval of adults 
and delighted the children to such an ex 
tent that limited distribution of the slide 
was permitted last year during the Christ 
mas season. 

The enthusiastic letters from people 
who used the slide last year have con- 
vinced Mr. Rose that the Star-SLIDE 
will be a welcome help to brighten many 
Christmas pageants and programs over 
the land. S 

The Star-of-Bethlehem slide mailed te 
The Expositor for inspection and trial 
projection bears out the ground for en: 
thusiasm, and we are passing it on 
local pastors for use in programs. R 
quests for information about the Sta 
Slide will be passed on to Mr. Ro 
promptly. Address inquiries to 

The Expositor 
Box 81, East Aurora, N.Y. 
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TEXT: JOHN 14:27 ‘‘Let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid” 


E HAVE come today to recognize a- 

fresh that for the Christian there 

is but one Person worthy of our to- 
tal allegiance, our love and our life, 
our Blessed Lord, Jesus Christ. In Him 
we find all that man can become;in Him 
we find all that God can mean to man. 
He is the only one that is worthy of our 
following, and the aim and end of any 
Christian’s life ought to be the center- 
ing of attention upon Christ in order that 
we may become like Him! From His lips 
come some of the most remarkable utter- 
ances of all time. “‘Let not your heart 
be troubled and neither let it be afraid’’ 
--in this statement we catch the sweep 
of His mind and the tenderness of His 
heart and see the magnificent soul with- 
in Him. 

The number one enemy of life is fear. 
It was then; it is now- humanity s enemy 
number one. It is the mother of all the 
other troubles that we experience. To 
find ourselves conquering fear is to find 
ourselves conquering all of our ills. 


What Fear Does 

Fear has a way of doing things to us, 
whether it is real or imagined makes no 
difference, it has the same effect upon 
life. In many lives there are imaginary 
fears; in others they are real, indeed; 
real or imagined fear has a way of para- 
lyzing all effort. We stand in the midst 
of things that we ought to do and are 


Pastor, Mount Vernon Place 
Methodist Church, Washington,D.C. 
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WHAT TO DO 
WITH FEAR 


ALBERT B. SHIRKEY 


incapable of carrying through, - physical- 
ly, emotionally, mentally and spiritually. 
It has a way of bringing to us a sense of 
pain and anguish that we cannot banish. 
We are emotionally and mentally, spirit- 
ually and physically upset when fear 
comes. It has a way of causing us to 
cringe because we are frightened. We 
are afraid and we run as if we were run- 
ing for our lives. 

Now Jesus had this word to say be- 
cause He wanted to help us.“‘Let not 
your heart be troubled and neither let 
it be afraid,’’ Now, in any other man’s 
life there is a wide gap at times between 
the things he says and the things he 
does! There is sometimes:a difference 
between a man’s utterances and his ac- 
tions. In Jesus Christ, His words and 
life are one. This remarkable Master 
has had a remarkable influence on oth- 
ers. From the study of His life, we are 
led to believe the only way to overcome 
fear is to give oneself to faith. We must 
make our trust in God constant and unbro- 
ken. Jesus lived that hind of life, test- 
ing it all out for us so that we, with con- 
fidence, could follow Him. This is what 
He has to say to us: “‘Be not afraid, | 
have tested it and have found that you 
can have all manner of things thrown at 
you, but it will not touch you nor hurt ~ 
you. It cannot harm you. I give you My 
word that it will not.” 


Fear Of Poverty 
Of all the places where fear comes 


tripping into life it is through the fear 
of poverty. When there isn’t enough to 
to eat and there isn't enough to go a- 
round, of clothes to wear, of things that 
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children need, then fears become multi- 
plied and they come trooping into take 
hold of life. Now, Jesus Christ tested 
poverty for us all. He said, “I have had 
the worst thrown at me from poverty, and- 
have beeninitiated into its mysteries. | 
can tell you that it will not touch You, 
and it will not harm you nor hurt you.”’ 
Joseph and Mary were so poor that when 
they went to make their offering, they 
didn’t have a lamb, they had only a dove; 
they couldn’t afford to buy a lamb. When 
Jesus told the parable about the woman 
who swept the floor for the last coin, 
that meant all of the family’s living, he 
was most likely talking about Mary, His 
mother. That’s how poor they were. You 
know, work sometimes got short in the 
little town of Nazareth, and Joseph was 
a carpenter. Have you ever seen carpen- 
ters walk the streets because there was 
no work? Joseph was a laboring man and 
so was Jesus. They were out of work 
sometimes. He tested it all and said 
“‘T have gone right into the middle of it 
and I say to you, my friends, ‘Let not 
your heart be troubled and never let 
it be afraid’.”’ 


Misunderstanding 

Is there any place where fear comes 
walking into life any more than through 
the experience of not being understood? 
And that experience comes to most of 
us. It came to Jesus. He walked right 
into the middle of it and He tells us that 
we can do it too and not be afraid. He 
was never understood even by His own 
mother. His brothers and sisters gave 
Him credit for being just a little beside 
Himself. His friends thought the same 
thing about Him. They thought that He 
had cast good sense aside very often 
in life. He was never really understood, 
but with all of this-He said, ‘‘I have 
walked into the middle of this thing of 
the lack of understanding and I can say 
to you that you can have it all thrown 
at you and with your hand in the hand 
of God, you can come out and not even 
be touched by it. You will be unafraid! 
You can walk into the middle of it like 
they did when they walked into the mid- 
dle of the fiery furnace and you will 
come out as they did, with not even the 
hairs of your head being singed.” 
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The Uncertain Future 

Is there any other place where fears 
are multiplied so quickly as they are in 
this thing of never being quite certain 
of the future; never knowing how things 
are going to work out? That is when 
fears come creeping in. Jesus’ life was 
uncertain. He did not know what His ene- 
mies were going to do;He did not know- 
how His friends were going to act; He 
did not know what the future had of mar- 
vel or surprise. He tested all of this un- 
certainty for every one of us. He walked 
into the middle of it, and He said, “‘T 
can say to you, My friends, that you can 
let it do its worst to you but God will 
take care fo you. I say to you, “Let not 
your heart be troubled and never let it 
be afraid’.*’ This thing of uncertainty -- 
how ithangs over our heads sometimes! 
But with our hand in the hand of God, 
we can rest securely as a chick rests 
securely under the wing of the mother 
chicken. That’s the figure that Jesus 
gave us. 


Loneliness 
How quickly fear comes in the hours 
of loneliness! I believe that Washington 
is the loneliest city in America. There — 
isn’t another city where people are quite | 
as lonely as they are here. There are a | 
lot of unattached people in Washington. — 
They are people that want a normal fam- | 
ily life. They would love to take a baby 
of their very own and hold it in their 
arms and hug it close to their hearts, 
but they have never had the privilege 
of being married. They have never had 
a home of their own. To be able to do 
things for another and live in lovely com- 
panionship has been denied them. Where 
in the world do fears multiply so quickly 
as in loneliness? Was there ever a soul 
so lonely as Jesus? There’s a little sen- 
tence in the New Testament that says, — 
“And every man went down to his own 
house. But Jesus went aloneto the moun- 
tainside.”” That’s where He spent most — 
of His time. He was unmarried too. He 
knows exactly. all that one experiences — 
in: loneliness, yet in all of this He says, 
“Let not your heart be troubled and nev- | 
er be afraid.”’ 2 


Fatigue 
Is there any place where fears become | 
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iso quickly multiplied and stay so long as 
in this whole field of being physically - 
‘tired-- worn to the bone? We are living - 
‘in a tired world. Our hospitals are full 

‘Our psychiatric wards are running over. 

'We cannot find enough doctors to take 
scare of the people that need attention 
i'today. Why? Because people are tired. 
They have found, scientifically, that 
‘noise makes tremendous inroads on our 
‘nerves. Even while you sleep, the body 
suffers the shock. They have tested 

people while they are sleeping and they 
jjump everytime a car goes by or from 
any kind of noise. That kind of thing 

leaves one depleted in the morning, 
even though you have been asleep. Peo- 
ple are tired physically. They are tired 
emotionally. We find that inroads are 
made upon our emotional life until we 
are just fagged out; fagged out mentally 
trying to think through some of the prob- 
lems that we are facing in our world. 
People are tired today. Was there ever 
a soul so tired as Jesus? He labored 
so long that He did not have time to 
eat. Early in the morning, long before 
anybody else was up, He was out on 
the hillside praying. Long into the night 
He prayed--sometimes without a wink 
of sleep. He went from night to day, on 
into His work. ‘‘I have tested it all,”’ 

said Jesus, “‘I have tested every bit of 
it. I have been right down where it goes 
to the bottom and I can say to you, with 
your hand in the hand of God you can 


come out of it, unafraid and unhurt.”’ 


Suffering 
Is there any place in the world where 


fears come so quickly as in this whole 
field of suffering? Sickness or suffering 
has a way of developing new fears of one 
kind or another.] know a little something 
about suffering and sickness. I have had 
a lot of operations. I have faced a lot of 
serious things in the hospital, such as 
seven weeks with a broken back. In 
those first few nights I became almost 

desperate, after the doctors and nurses 
left my room. The cars passing by threw 

their shadows on the ceiling and every 

shadow was a fear. How well I remember 
it! What about my life--I kept asking my- 
self. Would I be able to get up again-- 
and go back to normal life? Is my min- 
istry over? How are things down at the 
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church? What about home and family? 
All the while fears multiplied and dan- 
ced with every shadow on my ceiling. 
Then one night a friend of mine came to 
see me. He happened to be a member 
of another church. We had worked on so 
many committees together. He slipped 
his hand into mine and said, ‘‘God love 
you and God keep you.’’ The shadows 
no longer danced upon the ceiling as 
fears but wove themselves into a pat- 
tern of God’s love. My faith quickened 
and | felt buoyed up and swept into the 
greatness and goodness of God. Sing- 
ing from every corner of the room was 

the music of the words, “‘Let not your 

heart be troubled, neither let it be a- 
fraid.’” Jesus said, “‘I tested it every 

bit; I have gone down into the valley of 
this thing of sickness and suffering and 
I have experienced it all and I can come 
back to say to you that if you put your 

hand in God’s hand and trust Him, your 

every need will be met.”’ 

We are feeling very serene, but one 
by one we are going to slip into the 
shadows. IJ don’t know how long that is 
going to be. You know, a minister, if he 
has any sensitivity at all, looks into 
the faces of his people and wonders if 
he will see them all next Sunday. Some- 
times there are vacant places. Who will 
be the next one to leave? One by one we 
will be slipping away. Is there any place 
where fears multiply so readily as in the 
place where we walk into the valley of 
the shadows? Now, of all of the beauti- 
ful pictures that we have of what it’s 
going to be like, I think it is David’s 
picture in the twenty-third Psalm, “Yea 
though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil for 
thou art with me.”’ 


The Shadow of Death 

Before we would say goodnight to 
the boys when they were very small, 
they would say, ‘“‘Make us some ani- 
mals on the wall.’’I would take my hands 
and say to them, ‘“‘What do you want it 
to be, a bear?’ Well, here it is.”” And a 
bear would go dancing across the wall. 
Then a lion or a tiger or a giraffe, or 
whatever they wanted it to be. Then the 
children would close their eyes and go 
to sleep because they weren’t afraid. 
The animals on the wall were just shad- 
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ows; shadows don’t bite you. David said, 
‘‘When I walk down into the valley, there 
on the wall will be the shadow of death. 

Holding God’s hand we shall walk and 
not be afraid. Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil for Thou art with me.’’ No, 

we won’t be afraid. 

I sat by her bedside. She had been se- 
lected as the prettiest girl in her high 
school. Leukema had conquered. As we 
sat together holding each others’ hands 
I talked to her about how wonderful it 
was going to be to walk down into the 
valley with Him, What do you think she 
did--she squeezed my hand tightly and 
that beautiful face of hers glowed as 
she said, ‘‘You know, I can hardly wait 
to go.”” “‘You will not be afraid,’’ said 
Jesus, “‘no, God’s hand will hold you. 
You can let life throw the worst at you. 
It threw the worst at me, and I tell you 
as your personal friend, you will not be 
afraid.’’ When you are right up against 
death, you will simply smile to meet 
another friend. You will not be afraid. 

Back in medieval times, when people 
moved from one part of the country to 
another, they didn’t have houses to stay 
in; they slept in caves and had a little 
thing they did in order that they might 
be able to sleep in caves; they would 
get a knight and he would go inside of 
the cave and kill every lurking animal 
that was hidden in it. He would then 
drag the bodies out and a priest would 
go in and sanctify the cave, then the 
people would go in and spend the night. 


Holding God’s Hand 

Into all the dark recesses of life, our 
Master goes—into poverty and loneli- 
ness, and suffering and misunderstand- 
ing. He goes in as the knight and the 
priest and He comes out and says to 
us, “‘My friends, enter, you will not be 
afraid!”’? And the most wonderful thing 
of all is this, that you can go into any- 
thing with God and come out a victor. 
Listen to the Apostle Paul, ‘“‘Neither 
life nor death, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to sepa- 
rate us from the love of God as it is in 
Christ Jesus.”’ 

What do you do with your fears? Give 
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them over to faith? Holding God’s Hand, 
you will be a match for anything! 
(From the Alabama Christian Advocate) 


OLD STUFF 


RICHARD BRAUNSTEIN 


TEXT: ISAIAH 40:8 “‘The grass with- 
ether, the flower fadeth; but the 
word of our Lord shall stand for- 
ever,” 


HERE are many things, perhaps 
ik at shall have no end. Isaiah speaks 

of one thing with certainty.It is the 
Word of God. It is as old as time itself.- 
It is kept alive not by the Church but by 
itself. Where there is life there is no 
death. It is perpetuated by Christian peo- 
ple. They do not create it. They hand it 
down. The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among men.‘‘Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and forever.” 


Those who pose as being smart and 
would have us believe they are clever, 
tell us that the pulpit of today is hand- 
ing out old stuff. They are right! Only 
they do not know how old it really is. 
We who examine statistics and study 
trends know that each year new church- 
es are built to accommodate those who — 
want to listen to the ‘‘old stuff.” 

When Charles C.McCabe was secre - 
tary of the Methodist Church Extension 
Society, he sent a telegram to Charles G. — 
Ingersoll. It read: “Bear Charles, ‘all 
hail the power of Jesus’ name’,we are 
building one Methodist church for every 
day in the year and propose to makeit 
two a day.’’ The reason for this boast 
was prompted by a statement Charles ~ 
Ingersoll made before a meeting of Free — 
Thinkers. He said, ‘““The churehes are ~ 
dying out all over the earth; they are 
struck by death.’’ That was many years _ 
ago. The denominations are still build- 
ing. The sound of the consecrated saws _ 
and hammers is being heard around the ~ 
world. 

The old stuff is antidote to much new — 
stuff! As somebody remarked of Chris- — 
tian Science: ‘“There’s nothing new in 
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that’s true; there’s nothing true in it 
at s new, 

The theatre presents old stuff! But 
we new churches are built than new 
eatres. And many of the churches are 
so putting up educational buildings. 
t this last sentence speak for itself. 
There are only thirty-six dramatic sit- 
tions ranging from Homer to Kipling. 
yethe tried to conceive of a thirty-sev- 
th. He failed like many others. Some 
e still working on the subject. Accord- 
¢ to box-office receipts, the public 
ems to be satisfied with the old stuff 
the drama. But pepole are more inter - 
ted in the pulpit than they are in the 
age. The stage, however,has done much 
keep religious-ethic alive. At one time, 
mes Square, New York, presented, si- 
iltaneously, seven plays based on The 
ory of the Prodigal Son. 

You cannot get away from this old 
uff. You will find it in the best-seller 
sts by title and content. All the cre- 
ive arts are saturated with the Bible. 
fred Lord Tennyson said, ‘‘Shake- 
eare leans on the Bible.’ The poet 
mself used more than seven hundred 
blical quotations. Readers and stu- 
nts of Francis Thompson’s The Hound 
Heaven recallhow graphically he de- 
ribes the love that will not let us go. 
The traffic of Jacob’s ladder, Pitched 
tween Heaven and Charing Cross.... 
d lo, Christ walking on the water, not 
Genesareth but Thames.”’ 

The Psalmist was ever mindful of the 
esence, ‘‘Whither shall I go from thy 
irit? or whither shall I flee from thy 
esence? If I ascend up into heaven, 
ou art there: if I make my bed in hell, 
hold thou art there. If I take the wings 
the morning and dwell in the uttermost 
rts of the sea; even there shall th 
md lead me, and thy right hand shall 
id me. If I say surely the darkness hid- 
h not from thee; but the night shineth 
the day: the darkness and the light 
e both alike to thee.” 

We have in our library Henry Nelson 
yder’s book, titled, ‘“The Persisten- 
of Spiritual Ideals in English Let- 
rs.”? And Joseph Nelson Greene's, - 
The Gospel in Literature.”’ Two books, 
long many, depicting for us the gran- 
ur and majesty of Divine Revelation 
classic prose and poetry through the 
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years. Religion not only challenges us, 
but haunts us. It not only admonishes us 
but pursues us. 

A minister asked an actor: ‘‘Why do 
you play to such large audiences while- 
I preach to such small congregations ?”’ 
The answer was: “‘Because I present 
fiction as if it were truth, while you 
present truth as if it were fiction.’’ Peo- 
ple who think will realize something is 
lacking in that characterization of preach- 
ing and acting. In so far as the pulpit 
is concerned it leaves out some outstand- 
ing men in current church activities and 
it certainly eliminates the Pauls, Luth- 
ers, Wesleys, Beechers, Brooks, Spur- 
geons,to name only a few. The ‘“‘foolish - 
ness of preaching” is something the 
world has always had to reckon with. 
It shall never be superseded. 

That there is still interest and enthu- 
siasm for the matters of the faith is evi- 
denced by the controversies over modern 
speech Bibles. They have their place- 
-and function. They enable us to get at 
the truth by direct routes. There is noth- 
ing sacred in a word or phrase. Truth 
is what it always was.You cannot change 
it with language or grammer. We are not 
saved by a sylable but a PERSON. His- 
tory has been presented in many forms 
of speech, but it is still history. We are 
still in love with the quaint wording of 
old versions, but for those who would 
break the bread with acceptance and ex- 
pediency the new versions make for a 
freshness and understanding. 

The Bible has suffered much from the 
hands of the fundamentalists and mod- 
ernists, and schools of extremists in gen- 
eral. Two men were on their way home 
from a worship service. They discussed 
the sermon. One said: ‘“‘It is remarkable 
what our minister gets out of the Bible.” 
The other said: ‘‘It is remarkable what 
our minister puts in the Bible.’’ A fun- 
damentalist is like the man who believes 
that God made bananas, and therefore be- 
lieves it is his duty to eat the peeling 
together with the inside. A modernist is 
like the man who has found the peeling 
not edible, therefore he discards the 
whole fruit. But the Bible can take care 
of itself. It cannot be changed by human 
hands because it is a Divine produet.It 
speaks for itself and has its own elo- 
quence. It gets around. It goes places. 
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It finds us. It is not what anybody says 
for or against it. /t is what it is, always 
was, always shall be. There is no ver- 
bal TNT that can succeed in blasting 
the Rock of Ages! There is no rhetori- 
cal A or H bomb that can harm it. It is 
the warp and woof of the tapestry we 
call civilization. 

Bishop Frazer McDowell once said, 
regarding controversies: “I venture the 
guess that most of the persons who are 
talking the most in the current contro- 
versies are even now reading contro- 
versial matter about the Bible much 
more than they are reading the Bible -- 
itself! Meantime, what good can the Bi- 
ble be to them? For, after all is said, 
it cannot be of any large use at all to 
people who do not use it, or who use it 
only that they may fight other people 
about it. It takes some faith to believe 
that in all this scrapping the Bible is 
really getting its rightful chance with 
people.... [ am not convinced that cur- 
rent controversy is sending people to 
their Bibles, in a large, or in a very 
wholesome way.’’ 

Prof. Moulton said that ‘‘The Bible 
is, above all things, an interesting lit- 
erature.’” That obserbation is in itself 
interesting. It is interesting because it 
presents to us people who are interest- 
ing. But the Bible is more than inter- 
esting literature. It is above all things 
a redemptive literature! It is a body of 
letters, a series of books, that reveal 
redeeming love and purpose culminating 
in Jesus Christ! That is what saturates, 
controls, dominates it. This is the theme 
and motif of the Sacred writings. 

Wendell Philips once was asked to 
omit the last paragraph of a speech and 
to allow the rest to be published. He 
replied: ‘‘I wrote the-whole speech just 
to say that.’’ It night be said that the 
men who put the Bible together, were 
all trying to get the figure of the Re- 
deemer out before the world. 

Thousands of years ago a man named 
Moses wrote an article called The Ten 
Commandments. Ten terse, cogent, brief 
paragraphs. It has gone into millions of 
editions in every language under the sun. 
They are the foundation stones of all law 
and ethic. When we think the time has 
come when mankind has outgrown these 
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principles, that time shall witness th 
final curtain on the human drama. 

Some years ago a group of newspape 
men made a grand tour of the Holy Lanc 
One evening, just as the sun was se 
ting and casting crimson reflection o 
Mount Sinai,they found themselves lool 
ing up with hats in hands. With rever 
ence one of them said: ‘‘Gentlemen, w 
have swayed public opinion with our ed: 
itorials and changed the swing of elec 
tions with our by-lines. We have record 
ed the crowning of kings and queens an 
have described their burials,but it was: 
Moses who scooped the world.’’ He was 
talking of some old stuff, —--the newes 
old stuff known to mankind, 

The finest, oldest, Christian sermot 
is known to man as The Sermon on th 
Mount. It is crammed-full with blessed: 
It is inclusive of us all. Somewhere ir 
that homily by the Master Preacher, we 
can find comfort. ‘‘Blessed are the poo 
in spirit, for their’s is the kingdom o 
heaven. Blessed are they that mourn, for 
they shall be comforted. Blessed are 
they which do hunger for, righteousness 
for they shall be filled. Blessed are the 
merciful for they shall obtain mercy.’ 
There they are! One blessed followin 
after another blessed. Covering the need. 
of all sorts and conditions of men This 
sermon by Jesus is the Star to which w 
all hitch our wagon! On these words rest 
the hope of the world. It is the old stuf 
which Tennyson characterized as OL 
NEWS, NEW NEWS, GOOD NEWS! Her 
it is! Not bad news about men, but gox 
news about God, 

On the old stuff our presidents and 
officials put their hands and swear al 
legiance to the office to which they hav 
been elected and the tasks to which the 
have been called. a 

The Hymn Book is nothing but ol 
stuff. Very Old! In this book we find 
unison. The sigs of Zion were writte) 
by men and — aen of all shades of be 
lief. In this bu «x, the denominations 
one. It is the sommon ground on whi 
all stand. Well, may we sing, “‘I lov 
tell the old, old story of unseen th 
above, of Jesus and His glory, of Jes 
and His love.’’ 

Our best intuitions gravitate towa 
this ancient teaching '‘ke the rose li 
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The decision to build, facing need, can be costly. 

The decision not to build, facing need, can be disastrous. 

Capital funds are required to erect new church units. This is an 
inescapable fact. 

No amount of money, however, can make up for the loss sustained 
by a church which must ignore the needs of its people for lack of facili- 
ties now. 

For this problem there is no solution. The riches of the universe 
cannot turn back the clock to “what might have been”. There is no way 
next year to make up for this year’s needs. 

A capital funds problem, though, can be solved. More than 3,400 
churches have proved this under Lawson Associates direction. 

“Take heed now; for the Lord hath chosen thee to build an house 
for the Sanctuary; be strong and do it.” (1 Chronicles 28:10) 
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its petals to the rain and sun. Like the 
tides are moved by the moon. Like the 
parched earth drinks in a summer shower. 
The best argument for the old stuff is 
the old stuff itself. You may get it all, 
at the nearest Church,next Sunday morn- 
ing, or evening. 


UNCONQUERABLE 
IN CHRIST 


DAVID E. ARCHIE. JR. 


TEXT: PHIL. 4:13. ‘I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 


HESE words are not the irresponsi- 
‘Toe words of self-confident youth, 
but rather the sober words of ex- 
perienced maturity.~They were spoken 
by Saint Paul in the sunset hour of his 
life while in threat of a violent death as 
a prisoner in Rome. Yet with undaunted 
courage and abounding faith he set to 
work to write a letter that would ex- 
press his own joyful confidence, and 
would convey comfort and encourage - 
ment to the Philippian Christians. 
In spite of chains and restrictions, 


Paul is confident that he can do all 
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things in the fellowship of the Christ 
who strengthens him. With the power anc 
peace that only God can give even a 
prison is converted from a place of re. 
pression to a place of RELEASE! Here 
is that vibrant power which Bunyan dis- 
covered in the cold and stuffy Bedforc 
prison---his soul could not be kept 


within those four bleak walls and tha 
great book ‘“‘PILGRIM’’S PROGRESS” 


was given to the world. Here is that 
dynamic power which moved with the 
early Christians through dungeon, cave 
and tatacomb to conquer a pagan and 
hostile world. These are the poignant 
lessons of a spirit undefeatable because 
it has found THE UNCONQUERABL: 
CHRIST. 

“CRUCIFIED with CHRIST,’’ Such 
is the language of Saint Paul to sho 
his relation to Calvary. In these weeks 
before Christmas, we begin to fathom 
that UNCONQUERABLE faith of Paul, 
within the dimension of the victorious 
resurrection of our Redeemer! The bed 
rock of the church is The Risen Savion 
and this same basis gives validity an 
relevance to the great Pauline confes 


stitute for biography. With the resurr 
tion, the Beatitudes would become 
ous platitudes. Without the resurr 
tion, the parables and sermons of Jesu 
would be some more unheeded expostu 
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ating. Without the resurrection, the work 
nd life of Paul would be that of a dis- 
llusioned idealist in doom of the _ in- 
vitable failure of the humanist. 

PAUL LIVED CALVARY. His life 
came the very personification of the 
ower of the RESURRECTION Evangel 
pon the hearts and minds of ‘those who 
now their Risen Invincible Master! 
aul did not see a question mark, anoth- 
r good man, and a grave---he saw the 
toss, the Son of God, and the empty 
omb! He cries, ‘‘For Me to Live is 
thrist!”’ 

Paul was ‘“‘Crucified With Christ,” 
ut that power of the Invincible makes 
he life of the stout-hearted Apostle any- 
hing but a crucifixion. Paul is one of 
he most contagious persons of all his- 
ory. He was never tate He was nev- 
vanquished! Paul could be bound and 
‘et be free: he could be in prison and 
et be confident, he could be persecuted, 
md yet go on! He could be facing an 
usually dark and impossible situation, 
md say, ““I CAN.” 

What,then, was the secret of the faith, 
nd strength Paul expressed? First, this 
ife of victory was not one which dis- 
overed its sufficiency in the self; rath- 
r, it was a life which discovered the 
trength and power in the Risen Sav- 
our. It was not a stoic self-sufficiency 
vhich pretends to be absolute and is 
he contentment of pride, Rather, Paul’s 
ufficiency is relative --the independ - 
nce of man through the dependence up- 
n God! Too many modern men look fos 
ustice on the basis of what they do, 
nstead of recognizing their needs of 
Jod’s Grace on the basis of what they 
ire. When men turn and base their very 
ives on the mighty fact that they are 
Saved Grace Through Faith, they 
vill lay hold upon that which is UNCON- 
JUERABLE. ; 

Second, Paul put the power of Christ 
‘nto action! The apostasy of the church- 
tas too often been its obstinacy in ac- 
septing the power of Christ as being 
sither adequate or practical for meet- 
ng all the crises of our time. Too many 
would make their Christianity so exclu- 
sive that it would deflate the gospel. of 
eculiar and essential meaning and 


Pace it socially sterile. Many would 
se into seat relativism and plead 
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HE FARMER 
GIVES THANKS 


SAMUEL R. GUARD 


Fifty-six prayers, arranged to cover the 
seasons, months, and special days through- 
out the year, in which a farmer offers 
thanks to God in the language of a man 
of the soil. Included also are petitions for 
God’s blessing on the farm, on crops, and 
on His people everywhere. Prayers that 
deepen appreciation of God’s blessing 
through the physical world. 


Paper, 50c; cloth, $1 


HINK ABOUT 
THESE THINGS 


JANE MERCHANT 


Whatever is true, honorable, just, pure, 
lovely, gracious... 


Eighty-six meditations in original poet- 
ry and prayer combined with scripture, 
on the theme of St. Paul’s great Hymn to 
Love in Philippians 4:8. 

On a wide variety of subjects, including 
nature, life’s verities, people, and the like, 
the devotions are appropriate for per- 


sonal or group use. $1.50 


at all bookstores 


Abingdon Press 


Page 275 


The Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Church, 
Mt. Lebanon, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Glenn A. Bickerstaff, Architect 


The character of workmanship displayed i 
the seating and chancel appointments in th 
Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Church c 
Mt. Lebanon, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, are 
reflection of the taste, talent, and respect c 
MANITOWOC craftsmen. Years of devotio 
to such ideals assures you of seating and chance 
furnishings that become the embodiment of th 
character and spirit of your church. You wi 
find that MANITOWOC Church Furnitur 
Company offers you conscientious cooperatior 
efficient methods of manufacture, and a produc 
made from materials unsurpassed for thei 
purpose. 


We invite your inquiry. 


Vv 


MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 1214 Lincoln Ave. Waukesha, Wis 


the “irrelevance of the ideal” and the 
‘impossible’? demand of the Christian 
Gospel. Paul did not say, “Let God do 
things his way, but as for me, I’m not 
going to fall into any such trap of ideal- 
ism.’ Instead, Paul was confident that 
he could do all things through the Christ 
and His strength. He knew that “‘the fool- 
ishness of the cross’’ is the only wis- 
dom left to men--/T 1S UNCONQUER- 
ABLE. 

Third, Paul sought his power from 
God--not some novel invention of his 
day Jesus said, “‘Apart from Meye can 
do nothing.’’ Paul had no new scheme 
to propound, no new pseudo-psycholog- 
ical approach to present, no new phi- 
losophy to teach, no new religion to 
found--he had Christ to preach and to 
live! Our day has grown sour under the 
misapprehension that the many voices 
which speak to us out of the vagaries 
of theory and intellectual vacuity offer 
something for man’s triumph over life. 
We hear about the new light, the new- 
ethics, the new way, the new system, 
the new unity,the new everything. Paul 
said, ‘‘] can do all things in Him’? for 
in Christ he could lay ae upon that 
which is unconquerable. 

Finally, then, Paul was aware the 
one great factor in the demand of God 
--- Totality! His was that unconditional 
commitment of the Total Self to God 
which becomes the very definition of 
Freedom, Paul surrendered himself to 
the will and purpose of Christ, he re- 
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nounces all former lords that had do 
minion over him, he consecrates al 
that he is and all that he has to hi 
Lord, he is resolutely employed in the 
obedience to Christ’s commands, he 
resigns his whole life to God’s direc 
tion. Paul is subservient to the Infin 
ite Wisdom. He takes his life from God 
in trust and gives it back in obedience, 
This is the ‘Faith which worketh 6: 
Love’? and it is the ‘Victory whiel 
overcometh the World!’’ Paul faces al, 
life’s problems and anxieties, not in his 
own frail human strength, but in that in 
tervital and Vine-and-Branch fellowshig 
with the Christ as the Controlling force 
of his life. 

Luther’s clear insight into this basi 
truth makes him the greatest exponent o 
Paul’s teaching. By this total loyalty 
Luther rose above all terrors and anxi 
eties, above all ascetic devices, above 
all directions of traditional errors, abov 
all the dictates of false hierarchy. Lu 
ther ventures with Paul in unconquer 
able faith and emerges as the Reform 
er and Purifier of our Holy Catholic 
Church, . 4 

Jesus Christ gives us opportunity to 
lay hold upon the love that never fail- 
eth, the ¢ruth that standeth sure, the 
standards of conduct which are infal- 
lible, the Holy Church and the Ver 
means of His Grace, and the Forgiv 


nconquerable Christ is ours as Chris- 

ans --Ilis power avai ! 
P ils for us today! books no minister can afford to 
————— be without 


IMMUSTRATIONS | acta, 


W. FRANKLIN HARKEY B Edited by Frederick C. Eiselen, 
ts David GC. Downey, and Edwin Lewis 


ID CAN USE THE BRILLIANT Five books in 
. ’ one! Con- 
AT: Mark 4:34 “But without a parable % ~ — tains: Arti- 


Spake He not unto them.”’ cles on Bible 
as a Whole; 


No man of our generation has become B paris Articles on 
tter known than the famous mission- §& Old Test- 
y doctor, Albert Schweitzer. His tal- & ements Car 
ts lay in many directions. A musician, § MEN’ gem pt 
- , , : i Books of Old 
ientist, linguist, theologian, all RE Oye 
ese he gave up to become a doctor at & pape Pee boot 
mbarene in French Equatorial Africa. §& ma New Testa- 
| the point of his departure, a reporter @ ment; Com- 
ked him why he had renounced such  & mentary on 


Books of New Testament: index, cross- 
references, maps. 

Regular edition, $8.75 
Thumb-indexed, $10 


brilliant career to become a mission- 
y. Dr. Schweitzer replied, “I did not 
nounce a thing. | have been privileged 
do good! When a man has such a rich 
portunity to help others, he has not 
nied himself a thing.”’ 


Strong's Exhaustive 


RE Z Concordance Of 

x J Z The Bible 

EXT: Micah 6:8 “What doth the Lord re- % 

quire of thee, but to do justly, andto % 

love kindness, and to walk humbly - 
with thy God?” 


Alfred Tennyson thought that this was 
e greatest definition of religion ever 

itten. George Adam Smith called it 

e greatest text in the Old Testament. 

comparable text from the New Testa 

snt is, ““Come unto me, all ye that la- 

r and are heavy laden, and I will give 

u rest.” Matt, 11:28. And James adds, 
Pure religion and undefiled before God 

d the Father is this, To visit the fa- 

erless and widows in their affliction, Concord. 
d to keep himself unspotted from the 2 pr pre 
i u d.” at is your de inition? Zs dictionaries; and a Greek Dictionary of 
the New Testament. 


James Strong 
The only com- 
plete concord- 
ance of the 
English Bible 
containing in 
alphabetical 
order every 
word in the 
Bible and 
every passage 
in which it 
appears. Also 
contains a 
Comparative 


IN’T WORRY G Regular edition, $11.50: 
F. W. Boreham whohas for more than { Thumb-indexed, $12.75 


generation given to ministers and Bi- at all bookstores 


“naan : da 
eee wcrenies Searcy rt ABINGDON PRESS 


life, relates this incident: the late Dr. 
J. H. Jowett said that he was once in 
a most pitiful perplexity, and consulted 
Dr. Berry, of Wolverhampton. 

‘‘What would you do if you were in 
my place?’’The wise Dr. Berry replied, 
“‘T don’t know, Jowett, I am not there, 
and you are not there yet. When do you 
have to act?’’ Jowett replied, ‘‘On Fri- 
day,’’ ““Then,”’ said Berry, “‘you will 
find your way perfectly clear on Friday. 
The Lord will not fail you.’’ On Friday 
all was plain. Give God time,and even 
when the knife flashes in the air the ram 
will be seen caught in the thicket. Give 
God time, and even when Pharoah’s 
host is on Israel’s heels, a path through 


the waters will suddenly open. Give 


at all bookstores 


ABINGDON PRESS 
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God time, and when the bed of the brook 
is dry, Elijah shall hear the guiding 


voice. 


ONE SHOULD HAVE a CONCERN 
for HIS OWN SALVATION 


One of the stories told of the noted 
Scotch evangelist, the Rev. John Me- 
Neill, shows his quick wit and commor 
sense in answering his critics. It is con- 
cerning a young man who sought to per 
plex him. During a question period in on 
of his services, a young man sent a note 
to the platform with the request that the 
evangelist answer his question. It read, 
“Dear Mr. McNeill, tell me who was 
Cain’s wife?’’ Dr. McNeill read the note, 
and then said, “I love young men, en- 
quirers for truth especially, and I should 
like to give this young man a word of 
advice. It is this, Don’t lose your soul’s 
salvation in concern over other men’s 
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a 
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EVANGELISM Through The Local Church 
Roy H. Short, Abingdon, 126-p. $2.00 


Evangelism, its Motivation and Practice, — 
By Bishop Short, of the Nashville, Tenn., 
area of the great Methodist Church, is writ- 
ten from the heart, and based on experience. 

The ONE Answer to the needs of a lost 
world of men is the gospel of redeeming 
grace, -- and the local Christian Church is 
the natural andmost influential agency in the 
world for spreading the availability of God’s 
grace and forgiveness to those who will hear 
and heed the call to accept God’s love and 
guidance, forgiveness and blessings. 

Here is an understandable and useful 
guide to continuous evangelism through the 
church school, the sermon, the revival, youth 
groups, men’s groups, women’s groups, the 
boys and girls Scout groups, -- in fact. all 
association with others, affords the privil- 
ege of telling of God’s love, and its mean- 
ing in the lives of those who hear and heed. 

Here is a book that every dedicated 
tian will wish to study, and put into action. 


EAST is EAST,--Hinduism, Buddhism, Chris 
tianity, - A Comparison, Peter Fingesten, — 
Muhlenberg Press, 181-p, $3.00 


The Exposi 


The author of the comparison of eastern 
religions has had a lifelong interest in the 
subject, the philosophy and yoga; the knowl- 
2dge of Sanskrit together with his experi- 
ence in teaching the history of Hinduism and 
Buddhism has made it possible forhim to re- 
interpret the important source materials 
Nhich form the basis for this book. The au- 
hor is an assistant professor at Pace Col- 
ege in NY.C. 

This book should be studied by every 
yastor in this land, and by every seminary 
student. 


FINDING GOD THROUGH SUFFERING 
Maldwyn Edwards, The Upper Room, 32- 
page hand-book, paper bound, 15¢, or 8- 
for $1.00. 

Dr. Maldwyn Edwards, noted Methodist 
preacher of Birmingham, England, writes a- 
pout this question with insight and clarity. 
Because he faces the question honestly 
and with a basic Biblical background he 
»ffers no easy solution to this most per- 
slexing problem of the human heart: “‘If 
God is good and if His name is Love, how 
can He allow suffering?’’ However, he finds 
in the acceptance of the cross by Jesus, 
the ‘‘answer in practice that baffles us in 
theory.’’ 

His is a kind and tender approach to the 
practical problem of **What can we do about - 
suffering? How can it be faced? Is it neces- 
sary evil, or can some good be distilled 
from it?*’ 

This is a helpful book for all confronted 
with suffering, and who isn’t? either per- 
sonally, or with loved ones? 

This is a worthy addition to the increas- 
ingly popular ‘‘Finding God’’ series of The 
Upper Room. 


MAKINGS Of MEETINGS 
“lora E. Breck, Wilde, 80-p. $1.75 


This is a ‘low to do it’' book, devoted 
© the specific needs of leaders of group 
neetings, showing the details of How to 
soceed, helps to overcome fear by provid- 
ng appropriate material and outlines for con- 
ducting meetings. ‘here are Scripture ref- 
erences, prayers, incidents, hymn-titles,etc., 
appropriate to the theme or topic of the even- 
ing. The book will be found helpful, even ,- 
by many young ministers, not familiar with 
routine procedure; applying the suggestions 
should overcome anxiety and apprehensions, 
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FOLDING 


Direct Prices & * 
Discounts to 
Churches, Schools, ° 
Clubs, Lodges and 
All Organizations 


i ve 
Sr MONROE TRUCKS 
bo“ For storing Folding Tables and Chairs 
N the easy. modern way Each truck 
handles either tables or chairs, Construc- 
tion of Truck No. TSC permits storage 
% in limited space, 


Transport-Storage 
Truck No. TSC 
Transport Truck No, TF 


WRITE FOR NEW 
CATALOG, PRICES 
AND DISCOUNTS 


THE “Mone. COMPANY 
70 CHURCH STREET, COLFAX. IOWA 


An interpretation of 
Kierkegaard as a 
Christian. Organizes 
and clarifies his 
work, bringing out 
clearly the Christian 
meaning within his 
existentialist meth- 
od. $5.95 


Cuts. away the mys- 
tery surrounding 
Eastern religions by 
discussing the fun- 
damental differences: 
between the seeding 

d 


MOMENT 
BEFORE 
GOD 


Martin J. Heinecken 


EAST 
IS 
EAST 


Peter Fingesten 


Eastern beliefs an 
Christianity —an 
why we must look 
to the West for con- 
tinued cultural 
progress. $3.00 


At all book stores 


MUHLENBERG PRESS PHILADELPHIA 


CATTAIL ROOT'S 

Pound for pound, cattail roots yield 
ten times more food value than pota- 
Atlanta 


toes. 
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PULPIT 


GOWNS sir 


Satisfaction in Every Stitch since 1912 


SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP 
QUALITY FABRICS 


- “CDITVYPE" 
ILLUMINATED 
CROSSES 


MEMORIAL 
AND GUT iy 


CHURCH 
BULLETIN 
BOARDS 


BULLETIN BOARD 


LETTERS 


3 BRONZE TABLETS 
W. L.;CLARK CO.,1NC. 


PLATES Si) 
fe Manufacturers. Since 1914 [Fs 
m3 52 LAFAYETTE ST., NEW YORK 13 


SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


Church TWindows 


ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 
802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
i and Ecclesiastical Glass 4 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


PIPE ORGANS 
of Distinction 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


"  Indivi 

THE SANITARY” dnvicc!’ CUPS 

CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 

Our communion set as illustrated permits an- impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hogany, oak or walnut in 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


Circular and quotations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 
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by building confidence. This is a timely, 
useful book. 


UNDERSTANDING and COUNSELING 
the ALCOHOLIC, Through Keligion 


and Psychology, Howard H. Clinebell, 
Abingdon, 252-p $3.75 


The author of this worthy book in the 
field of COUNSELING, is the pastor of the 
Great Neck, N. Y., Methodist Church and - 
lecturer in the department of religious edu- 
cation, New York University. Of vital aid 
in completing his study in the field of al- 
coholism, were two periods of study, one 
at Wm. A. White Institute of Psychiatry in 
N. Y.where Dr. Clinebell received a certif- 
icate in applied psychiatry for ministers, 
and the other at the Yale Summer School 
of Alcoholic Studies, Fort Worth, Texas. 

The four page Preface is a worthy pres- 
entation of the need for such a guide as 
Dr. Clinebell presents through the pages 
volume--Religion applied to one concrete 
area of human tragedy! 

The contents of the volume is present 
ed in 3parts: 1. Understanding the Problem 
of Alcoholism. 2, Religious Approaches to 
Alcoholism. 3, The Minister’s Approach to 
Alcoholism. Each of these major problems- 
under specific headings are discussed in 
detail, under eleven sub-divisions, all im= 
portant to the patient, the family, the com- 
munity, the church. 

The copious references and index will 
provide additional help to the pastor who 
is faced with the duty of advising the indi- 
vidual patient, and counsel the family in 
the role it must assume in aiding the pati- 


ent in the route to recovery. 


HELP YOUR BOY OR GIRL TO BE | 


CHRISTIAN, Edmund W. Janss, Wilde, 188-p 
$2.00 : 


The author here presents hundreds of prob’ 
lems that youth will face at any time: quarrel: 
ing and ways to make peace; prejudice and 
its basis in order to overcome the error; bad 
sportsmanship and ways to overcome it; 38e2 
household chores, growing up to responsi- 
bilities, fears, use of abilities, death, etc, 
Here is a book for practical help in deal- 
ing with and building our future leade 
so they will be ready to apply Chee - 
principles to actual life. 


REVIVAL TIMES IN AMERICA 
Fred W. Hoffman, Wilde, 189-p. $2.50 


The Exposi 
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i Saas Saeed a 
True obedience to God is faith and good 


works. He is truly obedient who trusts Him 
and does what He commands. --Lutber. 


Every time we overcome one temptation 
we gain strength to overcome another. 
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CHURCH 


BULLETINS 


—————— 
ad 


Bible-art masterpieces and other beau- 
tiful illustrations crown Sunday-by- 
Sunday Bulletins, adding color and 
dignity te your church services. Dif- 
ferent cover design each week in two 
colors. Full-color Christmas and Easter 
bulletins at no extra cost. Inside and 
back pages left blank for your im- 
print. Delivered flat. Size when fold- 
ed, 5Y2 x 82 inches. 

Price, per 100.........---+> 95c 

Send for free broadside, showing a 

year’s bulletins. 


STANDARD - PUBLISHING 


ROBES 


Cincinnati 31, Ohio 


Catalog and fine selections of 
sample materials on request. 
Fair Prices. Mention whether 
for Pulpit or Choir. 


DeMOULIN BROS. & CO. 
1153 South 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 


CALL TO WORSHIP 


Chimes 


Write for complete information to 


MAAS- 
Dept, 30, 3015 Casitas Ave., Los Angeles 39, Calif. 


r=\ carillonic bells « chimes 


starting as low as $396.00 
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LUTHER’S. 
mwWORKS 


55 volumes of 

Martin Luther's 

most important 

‘ writings—in modern 
English for the first time 


TWO NEW VOLUMES 
VOLUME 21 (Sermon on the Mount 
and The Magnificat). Publication 
date; September 15, 1956. $4.50 


VOLUME 13 (Selected Psalms 11) 
Publication date: October 317, 1956 


PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED 
VOLUME 12 (Selected Psalms !) 


Place a Standing Order now and 
save. For complete price advan- 
tages and information on the 
wealth of treasures awaiting you 
in this monumental work, see or 
write your bookseller, or write 
the joint publishers below: 


Concordia Publishing House 
3558 South Jefferson Avenue 
St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Muhlenberg Press 
1228 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
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